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Historical Shaping of the Modern World
Discussion 1: The Great Depression
The Great depression of 1929 to 1939 was one of the most significant historical events in the shaping and remaking of America. According to Keene, Cornell, and O'Donnell, (2012), the economic downturn of a decade was caused by several factors. The major ones included the 1929 stock market crash that was the initial signal. The other causes that followed included the failures in the banking industry in the 1930s, drought and Dust Bowls that ruined crops, rendered citizens homeless, and cause unemployment, businesses were affected and stopped making money thus there was employee layoff due to minimal purchasing. Additionally, America’s economic policy with Europe in 1930 changed due to high import taxation that led to minimal trade between America and European business partners in the wake of the Smoot-Hawley Tariff (Crafts & Fearon, 2013). Depression was intense during the 1930s as unemployment went so high and businesses failed due to the low manufacturing of goods such that citizens were almost starving. It also affected other parts of the world such as Europe. 
The Great Depression occurred during the reign of two American presidents, Herbert Hoover and Franklin Roosevelt, who had different approaches to dealing with the economic meltdown. While both sought ways to help America, Roosevelt approaches were more effective; this made him one of the most popular presidents in the U.S history (Keene, Cornell, & O'Donnell, 2012). During the Depression era, Hoover’s philosophies opposed federal welfare or direct relief, as he believed in the trickle-down economics of helping businesses and funding the wealthy to improve businesses and benefit the poor through employment. His philosophy failed as the institutions he funded could not revive employment (Crafts & Fearon, 2013). Eventually, Americans viewed Hoover’s administration as uncaring and unable to deal with the Depression woes as he believed and stressed that the government was not responsible for economic intervention or creating jobs for the people.
Contrary, Roosevelt who was elected to replace Hoover in 1932 believed in immediate reforms and legislation in the financial system (Keene, Cornell, & O'Donnell, 2012). Moreover, another action he took to restore public confidence was stabilization of agricultural and industrial production that would create jobs. Roosevelt believed that Americans could only be fearful of fear itself. Therefore, this great optimism and calm energy in initiating new reforms made him the hero during the depression. Thus, any American living during the 1930s would have preferred Franklin Roosevelt as his approaches and beliefs addressed public welfare.
Discussion 2: The World Wars
The Second World War that started immediately after the Great Depression was fueled by various factors. During the Depression, economic hardships had let to European extremist political movements like German Nazi under Hitler. While America maintained its neutrality, Roosevelt chose to support France and Britain after German aggression and start of WWII in 1939 (Keene, Cornell, & O'Donnell, 2012). Notably, Roosevelt declared war when German allies, the Japanese, attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941. International relations between America and German had been destroyed during WWI, which was mainly triggered by the "Zimmerman note" where German wanted Mexico to declare war on America, an event that led to America's extension of its military troops across Europe due to high tension.
The involvement of America in the world wars had both positives and negatives. The war increased America’s production, manufacturing, and efficiency as most factories in Europe had been destroyed. America became an industry leader with a booming economy while politically; the U.S became a superpower after the great wars. The negative effects included deaths of American soldiers and other associated effects of the war such as the great migration. Unlike other wars such as the Spanish War, America did not gain new territories but it gained economic imperialism. Therefore, the overall result was that United States had extra positive gains as it reshaped U.S modern economic growth, social empowerment, and political power. 
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